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Swiss Team Champions                                          Thank you to everyone who 

helped to make the Spring Hills 

tournament a success.  Attend-

ance for all events was fabulous.  

Players turned out in huge num-

bers for “8 is Enough,” with no 

small amount of thanks due to 

Gary.  The attendance for the 

two Saturday sessions was fan-

tastic and I received a lot of 

positive feedback about the 

times we held those events. 

  

We had four and six tables in 

the 0-299 games.  Players  with 

299 points and fewer were given 

the option of playing in those games or the regular games and some chose to play 

in the regular games. 

   

I enjoyed the tournament and hope that everyone else did also.  The food was in-

credible.  We all owe Linda Edwards a huge thank you.  She spent a lot of time 

baking her special cookies so there would be enough treats.  I would like to thank 

Jason for supplying us once again with fabulous pizza that we were able to offer 

Sunday players for no charge. 

  

Thanks again to everyone who attended and helped in any way.  It was all appreci-

ated.   

  

Kathy Edwards, Chairperson of the Hills Sectional 

Hills Sectional a Big Success 

April 13-15  Mount Pleasant Sectional 
April 21   Unit GNT Final (Iowa City) 
May 18-20  Cedar Falls Sectional 
June 1-3   Mason City Sectional 
July 27-29  Cedar Rapids Sectional 
August 31 - September 3 Hills Sectional 
September 28-30  Dubuque Sectional 
October 19-21  Davenport Sectional 
November 16-18  Cedar Falls Sectional 
 
September 1 - April 27 GNT club qualifiers 

April 2-9   Unit game week 

June, July & August NAOP qualifiers 

September 1 - April ?? GNT club qualifiers 

September 6-13  Unit game week 

October   Club Appreciation games 

December 3-10  Unit game week 
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St Baldrick is a volunteer-driven charity that funds more in childhood cancer research 

grants than any organization except the U.S. government.  St Baldrick events took 

place across the country and in DeWitt, Iowa on St. Patrick's Day.   Eighty-three par-

ticipants had their heads shaved in DeWitt to stand in solidarity with kids fighting 

cancer, but more importantly, to raise money to find cures.  We heard touching testi-

monies of 4 children in the DeWitt area that are battling cancer or have lost thier 

fight. Brenda Pieper, Joe Pieper's wife, participated as a shavee on the Iowa State 

Bridge League (ISBL) Team.  She has achieved $1,500 of the $3,000 goal.  The 

ISBL Team is currently the second highest fundraising team at the DeWitt event. 

  

Please support Brenda and the ISBL Team with a donation to the St. Baldrick's Foun-

dation. Thanks in advance for any help, $5-$5,000. It will all be very appreciated. 

Iowa State Bridge League (ISBL) Joins Fight Against Childhood Cancer, 

Donate to St Baldrick Fundraiser  

Where Are They Now, Featuring Jay and Kathy Baum 

    We have great memories of Iowa City bridge.  I’m happy to hear Bill Kochneff is back and starting a newsletter. 

    Kathy had a head start on me in bridge.  Her parents played and she learned some at at home in CR, but she really started 

in college with her roommate, Peg Waller.  The timeframe for me was early in 1966.  Hearts was the money game at the U 

of I Memorial Union for me until I noticed much more money to be made at another table.  I had never played bridge be-

fore, but was interested due to the folding money changing hands.  I watched for a few days then got into the game.  Later, I 

found bridge was also being played in the Quadrangle Dormitory for a tenth of a cent, so that kept me quite busy going back 

and forth. 

   I do not recall exactly when I played my first duplicate game but do remember it was with Tim Paris at Vets Hospital.  At 

the time there were games at the Vets, Finkbine, Marian Dean's house (known as the Bridge Den), the Union, the Farm Bu-

reau building, and on Sunday night in CR at Welty Way. Joe Verbick always provided good food on Sunday nights and 

the Elks was holding a Tuesday night game.  I still recognize some of the names in the area but many have gone on to big-

ger and better things. 

   Kathy and I started playing together in1973 and continue to play today.  We have had some success over the years, most 

notably placing second in the NABC mixed pairs in 2003.  Kathy finished 2nd in the Wagar Women's KO in 2005. 

   We've had great fun playing and still have many friends from our Iowa City days.  In 2002 I was fortunate to be named 

the CEO of ACBL and just retired after 10 years with the League.  That was an incredible experience and now we are ready 

to play more, travel more and visit our children and grandchildren.  We do hope to get back for a sectional or regional soon 

and see many of our (very) old friends. We have many happy memories from our time in IA!  See you soon!  Jay and Kathy 

Contributed by the former CEO of the ACBL, Jay 
Baum 
 
Jay and Kathy are former residents and longtime 
bridge players from Iowa City 
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From the Editor 

   Hello out there to all the members of Unit 163.  I’m really pleased to be able to get out this first edition of our electronic newslet-

ter.  As to how often the newsletter will be published it is still undecided, but the present plan is to send it out every two months.  

There are several distinct advantages of doing an electronic newsletter as opposed to a printed version.  First of all, the only cost 

involved is the time it takes to assemble it.  Pictures are digital, therefore there are no developing or printing costs.  There is no pa-

per cost to print the newsletter.  There is no need to keep it short, or, for that matter, any reason to make it long.  

   I’ve had quite a large amount of feedback so far as to what this newsletter should contain.  So, you might ask, what will be includ-

ed?  First of all, I hope to put in summaries and pictures of each or our unit tournaments.  There is no need to duplicate what will be 

posted on the Unit 163 site.  However, I will include pictures of the event winners and a letter from each tournament chairman.   

   Anytime a member has a unique event to include, such as Joe Pieper’s contribution in this edition, all attempts will be made to 

include it.  I also plan on including a “Where are they now?” column featuring a former longtime member of the district who has 

relocated.  If anyone knows a former member they would like me to include, please e-mail me with contact information and I will 

do my best to include them in a future edition. 

   For each edition of the newsletter I also will feature a bridge club.  If you are aware of a club game where the director does some-

thing special, let me know.  For this first edition I chose to feature Bob Otto’s game on Tuesday nights.  What I find terribly appeal-

ing about the game is that it starts early, ends early, the  limited number of hands, and most of all, the teachable moments.  While in 

most games teaching is frowned upon, in this game it is welcomed.  The best place, in my opinion, to learn is at the table.  Bob’s 

students welcome his comments.  Notice that two of Bob’s students won an event at the Hills Sectional.  It’s great to see new play-

ers attending our events and expanding our base. 

One feature I’m looking forward to including is a revival of the Master Solvers Club.  If you would like to participate,  

e-mail me your responses.  I will try my best to keep track of your points and publish the results.  If you have a difficult hand to bid 

or lead to make, let me know and I will try to include it in a future round.  I am more than happy to use hands from our tournaments.  

If you contribute an actual hand played, let me know the result.  It’s always fun to find out what happened at the table.  Names will 

be withheld to protect the innocent.J  So, please take a look at the hands which you can view on another page.  Number them 1-5 

and submit your answers by e-mailing me at wkochnef@yahoo.com.  For example: 1) Two spades.  I’ll publish the results in the 

next newsletter.  Master solvers will vary, but in general they will be chosen from among our unit winners. 

   In addition to hearing your bids and leads for Master Solvers, I would also like to invite you to give me your feedback on our unit 

sectionals.  Do you like the venues?  Food?  Would you like to see more 299er games?  Knockouts?  I’ll be glad to organize your 

comments and pass them along to the board. 

   Finally, I always like to include a little humor.  In one of the events at Hills I picked up, among other cards, the KQJ10986 of 

spades.  I opened 1S, LHO made a takeout double, partner passed, and RHO passed!  Making three was a good result, but how often 

do you pick up such a good suit and find yourself playing it doubled at the one level?  Needless to say, RHO had all the rest of the 

spades.  

   Be good out there and I hope to see you at the next event! 
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A BRIDGE “LABORATORY” AT THE IC SENIOR CENTER   

                  Yu Diann Lu, Bob Otto, and Robert Givens 

Pictured at left are Bob and two of his students.  A testament 

to the success of the Bridge Lab is the recent success of 

Robert and Lu, recent winners of the 299er Saturday After-

noon Pairs at the Hills Sectional! 

From the desk of Bob Otto 

   When I was at the University of Iowa fifty years ago 

my curriculum included a number of hours each week in 

both the lecture classes where the professors presented 

material and also in the “labs” where the material pre-

sented was tried with a “hands on experience.”  I have 

added “Bridge Labs” to my teaching tools and I think it 

has met with a lot of success. I have been teaching bridge 

for more than forty years, not only in private lessons, but 

primarily as an instructor for Kirkwood Community Col-

lege Adult Education Program. I hold the #894 Card of 

an Accredited ACBL Teacher and am listed as a credible 

bridge teacher. Before that I was a member of the Ameri-

can Bridge Teachers Association.  So I have a lot of ex-

perience. 

   Prior to 2009 I had primarily three courses on the game of bridge that I offered students. These lecture classes used as a frame-

work the books by Audrey Grant, The Club Series (Basic Bidding), The Diamond Series (Play of the Hand) and the Heart Series 

(Defense). Each of these books included outlines that divided the material into eight chapters.  I would present one chapter each 

week. The Grant books did not have enough “practice” hands, so I added to the material. The Grant Books feature 4 hands at the 

end of each chapter. 

   Over the years, I have greatly expanded the way I presented the material in the lecture classes. When I first started out I would 

pretty much follow Audrey’s teacher manual.  I would show up for the lecture and present the course material, answer student ques-

tions, monitor the practice hands at the end of the session and call it an evening.  I would be done until the next week’s class and 

then I would repeat the process. 

   Frequently, students, who I had just taught the basics of the bidding language, would ask where can they could find someone to 

play bridge.  I would provide (with permission) the class with the names, addresses and telephone numbers of their fellow class-

mates. I would also provide them with the names of local competitive bridge games in the Iowa City area. Some came out to those 

games, but soon found they “were in over their heads” with the more practiced duplicate players at these games. The students felt 

they were not welcome. The “newbies” were tentative in their bidding & play and not equipped to complete the bridge hands in the 

seven or eight minutes allowed per hand. Some of the old “pros” who frequented these local games could (although not intended) 

be intimidating. “The pros” would sometimes make a remark concerning errors that the new players construed as unkind. After 

weeks of my investment of time to teach students the game, a few had experiences that sent them back home.  Unfortunately, most 

did not want to return.  A few players did survive.  The late Bill Forde and his wife Sue took all of my classes. Bill had not yet re-

tired when they took the classes and his goal was to learn to play a good game of bridge.  His retirement plan was to play golf and 

bridge. Bill played almost every session of local duplicate in the Iowa City Area and I was proud to see him top the local master 

point race or at least be a serious contender. Bill went on to join the ACBL, served on the local board and was its president for sev-

eral terms. He ran a number of very successful tournaments. I would always joke with Bill about when Sue was going to come out 

to the games and he would just laugh. When Jason Caylor came to town…..he joined some of my practice sessions at the Iowa Me-

morial Union….so those are two players who came to hear my presentations that “toughed out” the local duplicate.  

   I quit teaching for a number of years. In 2008, I had my heart attack. I decided when I got better, I would begin teaching again. I 

contacted Kirkwood and they suggested I teach a general class that covered all the aspects of the game in one 9-week course. I 

agreed to teach that course, but told them I doubted it would be appreciated by the students. The critiques were very critical. The 

students did not like trying to learn a little bid of bidding, a little bit of play and some defense in ten weeks of lessons.  

   I told Kirkwood I needed a different format if I were going to continue to teach bridge for them. I brought back three classes: 

Basic Bidding, Play of the Hand and Defense. I keep modifying the classes so that less and less material is presented during the 8 

weeks of classes. I have now expanded the Bidding into three different courses and two Play of the Hand courses.  

 

Basic Bidding:  This course takes a student with no experience. Teaches hand evaluation. How to open the bidding. Then we take 

all the opening bids and build five bidding structures: (1) 1NT, (2) Major Suit Opening; (3) Minor Suit Opening (4) Strong Hand 

Openings and (5) Weak Hand Openings with just a little bid of basic Slam bidding tools. In none of these sequences are the oppo-

nents permitted to enter the auction. 

(continued on page 5) 
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Competitive Bidding I:  This course now takes the student to the other side of the table. They become the opponent when the other 

side opens the bidding. How to take all of the possible hand patterns and strengths and enter the auction to communicate what you 

have when the auction was begun by the opposition. Take-out Doubles; Single Suited Overcalls; Use of No Trump; Two Suited Over-

calls; Top & Bottom Cue Bids; Preemptive Bids; Sandwich Bids; Bidding over the Opponent’s 1NT Opening; and OBAR bidding. All 

the tools and responses to enter the opponent’s auctions. 

 

Competitive Bidding II:  This course now takes the student through all the auctions where your partner either opens or responds to 

your opening bid and now the opponents enter your auction. Students learned the bidding without any interference by the opponents 

and now they are in the opponent’s auctions. The student is introduced to the uses of pass, double, redouble and cue bids; Negative 

Doubles; Negative Free Bids; Unusual vs Unusual; Use of Lebensohl in No Trump and Reverse Auctions, plus some more intermedi-

ate actions for describing major suit bidding. 

 

Play of the Hand II: The basic Play of the Hand course teaches the student to use a Checklist of areas the student should consider in 

order to formulate a plan to successfully make the contract bid. In this course we expand our use of Safety Plays, End Plays and 

Squeezes. Part of the course presents slam bidding techniques, such as cue bids and Roman Keycard Asking Bids as well as responses 

and follow up bidding.  

 

All of these courses have 60 to 90 minutes of practice time where 8-16 hands are available for the student to practice. An analysis of 

the practice hands goes home with the student. The student is asked to lay out the hands at home and review the techniques of the 

course. All of the courses require homework with quizzes. The Basic Bidding Class has a set of Flash Cards the student can purchase 

to reinforce the various bidding structures. There are Flow Charts and simplified charts for individual sequences. I am working on 

what I am going to call “a vocabulary sheet” where the student can turn to that sheet if that bidding structure comes up in the bidding.  

For example, your partner opens 2NT and you want to use a “puppet stayman” sequence; or, your partner initiates a “keycard asking 

bid” and you want to review your responses and follow up bids.  You would be able to turn to the “vocabulary page” on the particular 

topic. 

 

The Stuctured Play or Bridge Laboratory sessions are another piece in my effort to teach the game. At these sessions there is NO 

LECTURE. The student comes with or without a partner to just practice bidding, playing and defending bridge hands. The group plays 

12 to 21 hands during a three hour session. Usually we play 18 hands in the 180 minute session….so the students can take up to 10 

minutes per hand….with no pressure. 

 

The BRIDGE LAB is open to players with limited experience. I designed it for my lecture class students so they would have a place 

to come and practice once the lecture class ends. The players are welcome to use bidding notes or aids. A lot of the players carry bid-

ding guides and notebooks with them for reference. 

 

   You don’t have to have taken a lecture class. I have some of the players in the “LAB” who have never taken any of my courses. You 

must let me know that you plan to attend a couple of days before the session. I will take all of the interested players and fill out the 

tables so that there are no sit-outs. You are encouraged to come with your own partner so that both of you  can practice your bidding 

and defensive skills that require partnership involvement. 

   Currently the BRIDGE LABORATORY is being held at the Iowa City Senior Center in Room 202 on Tuesday Nights from 6:30 to 

9:30 p.m. I would like everyone there by 6:25 p.m. so we can begin promptly at 6:30 p.m. The game ends at 9:30 p.m. After the game 

the participants get a printout of the hand records.  Earlier, I would take the time to prepare hands  In the past two years, the hands for 

the Bridge Lab have been randomly dealt so anything is possible.  In the early days I prepared the hands and made sure the dealer 

opened the bidding.  The opponents never had hands that would enter the auction with the consequence that the players didn’t get to 

know that the hands would alternate.  NS would bid on Hand 1 and EW would bid on Hand 2, etc. This allowed me to set up major 

suit bidding hands or minor suit bidding hands, etc.  However, there was very little competitive bidding or interference bidding. Not 

only was this a lot of work for me, but the players felt the sessions did not mimic what they were finding in their home, rubber bridge 

or in duplicate games  The bidding was TOO CONTROLLED. 

   Now the hands are randomly dealt by a computer so anything is possible.  Now, interference and competition is routine. Duplicate 

boards are used and the hands are played multiple times and scored “duplicate” style. The participants are introduced to the “recap 

sheet” and how “duplicate scoring works.”  The recap of the game is e-mailed to the participants the next day. The game is sanctioned 

so that REAL MASTER POINTS can be awarded. Later in the week I send out a set of “comments” describing how I think the bid-

ding might have happened. These comments usually run 10-12 pages so that the players get a critique of how the hands might have 

been bid, played or defended.  Players also get a “Play of the Hand” plan.  They can use the comments and recaps to generate discus-

sions with their partners over how to improve their bidding, play and defense. The goal of the Bridge Lab is to act as a transition from 

lesson to other bridge venues. This can be the neighborhood or rubber bridge game; The afternoon bridge group at the club or church. 

The local duplicate game is another target. The cost of a session at the BRIDGE LAB is $5 per player. You can earn some discounts of 

this $5 fee. If you play at a local duplicate game in the week before the Bridge Lab you can deduct a dollar from the $5 fee and pay 

only $4. This subsidizes and encourages playing at the local duplicate game.  (continued on p. 6) 
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If a player gets a 50% score at the local duplicate game, he or she can take off an additional $1.  And, when a player improves to the 

point he or she can beat the “old pros” at the duplicate game with a 55% game or better, the cost at the Bridge Lab is only $2 with 

the result that $3 of the duplicate game fee is covered. The Bridge Lab participants know I am acting as their COACH, commenting 

on their bidding, play and defense. In addition to the comments, the Bridge Lab players get copies of HAND OUTS that I give my 

Lecture Course Students.  For example, if I am going to talk about using “puppet Stayman” the players get the 3-page handout.  I 

also provide an index of the material given out. The players are encouraged to keep the material, resulting in some 200 to 300 pages 

of notes and handouts. 

   The group is very friendly. Everyone is pulling for the members of the group to improve. I have seen members in the group shar-

ing bidding notes at the table. You get a tremendous amount of information and encouragement. If you just want to play some 

bridge, grab three other players and a deck of cards. But, if you are looking for A BRIDGE LAB where you can put some of the 

lecture professor’s notes into practice, get some coaching and generate a conversation point of discussion with partner, then come to 

the Bridge Lab.  

   If you are interested in coming to a session, you need to send me a request. You can send these requests to  

bobotto9@msn.com. You can leave me a message at 319-338-4948, but I prefer the email address. If you are too far from the game 

to attend, you can get the written material for $3 per session. 

   THE BRIDGE LAB keeps my students involved in the game. It offers a venue to practice their lessons. The folks at the Bridge 

Lab are not “old pros.”  Most are folks with little experience in the game. Everyone is there to “practice their bidding, playing and 

defense.” The Bridge Lab introduces the players to duplicate boards, movements and scoring. It helps students speed up their 

games.  When they feel ready to try a local duplicate game they will be more familiar with the mechanics of the game. They have 

used bidding boxes, guide cards and score cards. The student is learning “duplicate” as they learn “bridge.” 

   Two of my Bridge Lab players (Yu-Diann Lu and Robert Givens) won the Iowa City Sectional 0-299 game on Saturday Evening. 

I have players score 60% or better at some of the sessions of local duplicate games.  They are becoming more confident in their 

abilities to take on the “old pros.” The intimidation factor is lower. I am less worried about losing my students. I encourage partici-

pation in the local games and joining the ACBL.  Please welcome these players when they come to your game. 

 

 
 

mailto:bobotto9@msn.com
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Major Winners at the Hills Sectional 

Swiss Teams:  Bill Kent, Joe Pieper, Paulette Koontz, and Mark Patton (pictured on page 1) 

Friday Evening Pairs and Saturday Afternoon Pairs:  
Bob Otto and Bill Kochneff 

Friday Afternoon Pairs: 
Paulette Kootz and Bill Kent 

“Eight is Enough” Teams: 
Tom Flanders, Mark Patton, Joe Pieper, and  
Maureen Garlich 

For a list of all other winners at Hills and a detailed  
account of all the events, please visit the Unit 163  
web site at: http://www.bridgeunit163.com/ 
 
At the web site if you click on the various links you 
will find: 

 News around the unit 

 Links to upcoming tournaments, including dates,        
events, places to stay, and much more   

 Lessons from the masters 

 News about members 

 Bridge club information such as locations, dates, 
times, and more 

You just have to visit this site and see all there is to 
see. 
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Master Solver’s Club        April, 2012 

For Master Solver’s club hands, x = small spot card, suit order is spades, hearts, dia-

monds, clubs.  (MP) stands for match point scoring, (IMP) stands for international 

match point scoring.  You will always be South.  Bidding will be unambiguous as to 

systems.  ? = Your answer.  Please read “From the Editor” to learn how to submit your 

answers.  Members serving as master solvers will vary from issue to issue, but will be 

chosen from among recent tournament winners.  If you win a major event and would 

like to be a master solver, let me know.  I will keep track of the points you win.  You 

may win a maximum of 100 points per hand and will be judged against a consensus of 

the week’s master solvers.  Prizes for the winners will be in the form of free tournament 

entries. 

 

Hand one: N/S Vul, you hold: x, KQx, Qxxx, AKJxx  (MP) 

S W N E 

1C P 1S P 

? 

 

Hand two: Both Vul, you hold: AKQx, xxx, K, AQJxx  (IMP) 

S W N E 

 3H P P 

? 

Editor’s note: Double would be takeout, 3H is “sound” 

 

Hand three: N/S Vul, you hold: xx, AKJx, AKJxx, xx (MP) 

S W N E 

   1D 

? 

Editor’s note: 2D would show the majors, 1D = 3+Diamonds 

 

Hand four: Neither Vul, you hold: Qxxxx, x, AKQJxx, A  (IMP) 

What is your opening bid? 

 

Hand five: E/W Vul, you hold: Kxx, KQ, x, xxxxxxx  (MP) 

S W N E 

 1H P 3D (strong jump shift) 

P 3H P 6D 

P P P 

What is your lead? 


