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The annual Mt. Pleasant 

ACBL Sectional was held on 

Friday April 13th  to Sunday 

April 15th, 2012 in the Com-

munity Room at the new Li-

brary in the Old High School 

Bldg.  Zip Mettenburg re-

served the room, obtained the 

key from The Parks and Rec 

Dept. and with the help of 

Jim McClure, Steve Rod, & 

Roy Gilleard, removed the 

banquet tables that were set 

up in the community room.   

Next came the setting up the 

card tables and chairs for the 

bridge Sectional.  

Board-a-Match Champions: Bob Otto,  Bill Kochneff,             

Bonnie and Jack Kremer 

We would like to thank Mary Lou Perry, Jan Waters and many of the Mt.Pleasant 

Duplicate Club members for providing the snacks and drinks made available during 

the tournament.  Hy-Vee donated a vegetable and fruit tray. The ACBL unit paid for 

the paper plates, cups, napkins, tea, lemonade, coffee and ice.  Mary Mettenburg paid 

for the buns, & condiments.  

 

Jean Steffensmeier organized the fund raising luncheon on Sunday for the Youth 

Bridge Students with Club Director Ralph Andersen providing loose beef for sand-

wiches.  Zip and Mary Mettenburg provided pulled pork.  Jean provided potato salad 

along with pies and ice cream for dessert.  Several parents of the youth provided ad-

ditional items.  Luncheon donations amounted to $223 and the money collected was 

used for partial payment of the Bridge Camp fees for 8 students at Lake Williamson 

in Carlinville, IL.  Once again, it was a tremendous effort by all and a terrific tourna-

ment.  We hope to see you all back next year! 



        Youth Bridge in Mount Pleasant 
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 Introducing Tournament Director, Larry Brobst 

Larry was born 12/27/1940 in Scranton, Iowa.  He graduated from Scranton 

High School in 1958 and from Buena Vista College (University), Storm Lake, 

Iowa, with a BS degree in 1962.   His major was biology with minors in chem-

istry and history.  

 

In October of 1962, Larry began working at Fort Dodge Laboratories in the 

Biological Quality Control Department.  He retired on December 31, 2002.  

 

Like many good bridge players, Larry learned how to play many card games,  

including Pitch, Euchre, Pinochle, and auction Bridge at family “get-to-gathers.”  His mother was from a family of 7 brothers and 

sisters, and they had many birthdays and anniversaries to celebrate.  During the celebrations, cards always came out.  

 

Larry started playing serious duplicate bridge in 1963 in Fort Dodge, IA,  and won his first partial master point (0.05) in early 1964.  

His directing debut was at the Fort Dodge DBC in mid 1965 and his first appearance as a tournament director was in 1967.  He was 

called in to replace Jimmy Brown because of his work schedule at the Des Moines Register.   The DIC for the tournament was Orm 

Lindsey and it was being held at the Twin Towers in Waterloo.   Larry’s first tournament as DIC was in Ottumwa, IA in June of 

1980. 

 

Over the years, Larry has worked for and with some great people; including Karl Johnson, Dale Egholm, Bobbie Shipley, Paul 

Staley, Phil Merry, Chris Patrias, Rick Beye, Mike Flader, Tom Marsh and Ron Johnston.  You may not know, or know of, all these 

directors, but most know Ron.  It’s great to see that since Ron has retired as a director, he has graced us with his presence at our 

sectional tournaments. 

 

Editor’s note: For those of you who have not played in many tournaments across the country, it is certainly wonderful for our dis-

trict to have such a knowledgeable, gracious, and even-keeled director in Larry Brobst.  Be sure to drop by and thank him for con-

tinuing to direct our tournaments when you have the opportunity. 

                         Youth NABC in D.C. Editor’s Note: While playing in the annual bridge tournament in Mt. Pleas-

ant, the town in which I attended high school, I once again noticed the group 

of students playing in a side game.  While these students have been playing 

for some time, I was unfamiliar with the program.  It has been brought to our 

attention in the past at the Unit 163 web site, but here is a short recap of the 

program.  Let’s encourage all young adults to get out and play this incredible 

game. 

 

The Mount Pleasant area is the only area in Iowa that has been teaching mid-

dle school students bridge for the past seven years .  The students and the 

instructors have attended NABC's in St. Louis, Atlanta & Washington D.C.  

The students have also attended two Neb. Regional Tournaments and met 

with Bill Gates and Warren Buffett. 

 

The trip to Washington, D.C., included a tour of educational monuments and facilities such as the Arlington National Cemetery, the 

White House, and the Mall memorials. 

 

Clarence Wilfred Mettenburg, Mount Pleasant, IA 



From the Editor 

Here is our second edition of the unit newsletter.  I think you’ll find there’s a lot interesting material to read in this issue.   

 

I want to encourage all of you take part in the Master Solvers Club.  This is a chance to see how your bids compare to those of your 

peers.  It only takes a few minutes to send in your picks for bids and leads.  Your individual results will not be published, though 

those serving on the master solver panel will be sharing their choices and comments with you.  You will keep track of your own 

scores and I will keep a copy of what you turn in so final results can be verified.  I’m pretty sure their will be prizes awarded in the 

form of free entries at tournaments.  In the last issue I implied that it was already set to award free entries.  Now that we have a 

meeting set, hopefully we can make this a certainty.  Details will be discussed at our communications meeting at the CR sectional 

and I will share those with you in the next newsletter.  Please look at the set of hands from the last newsletter.  The hands and com-

ments from panel members are shown.  This should give you an idea what the MS Club is all about. 

 

I wrote an article about my experience playing in the second ever Grand National Teams that took place some 37 years ago.  Trust 

me, as strange as it may seem, everything that I wrote actually took place.  No truth was stretched in the retelling of this 

“adventure.”  Mike and Bill were dear friends of mine and playing bridge back in the seventies was a challenging and rewarding 

experience.  Oh, the things we did in our youth! 

 

I would like to express my appreciation to Wyn Seeley for graciously taking the time to proof & edit the newsletter.  Thanks, Wyn! 

 

If you have any comments, suggestions, or anything at all you would like to express about our unit, tournaments, the newsletter, or 

anything else, please e-mail them to me.  They will be passed on to the board. 
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Board of Directors 

 

  Area 1 Maureen Garlich  Cedar Falls  maureen50701@yahoo.com 

  Area 1 Jim Jurgenson  Denver   james.jurgenson@uni.edu 

  Area 2 Ida Bell   Davenport  ibell26774@aol.com 

  Area 2 Joe Pieper  East Dubuque  pieperj@hotmail.com 

  Area 2 Steve Trieber  Le Claire                  stevetrieber@hotmail.com 

  Area 3 Mary Ann Boardman Cedar Rapids  maryann.boardman@gmail.com 

  Area 3 Tom Flanders  Cedar Rapids  tomflndrs@yahoo.com 

  Area 4 Wyn Seeley  Coralville                 wyn@iowatelecom.net 

  Area 4 Gary Edwards  Marengo                  garykath@netins.net 

  Area 5 Dixie Horsey  Salem   pnyxprss@myfastmail.com 

 

Where Are They Now, Featuring Candy Fowler Griffey 

After leaving Iowa, bridge became my source of income, as well as my favorite hobby.  I have man-

aged bridge clubs in Jacksonville, Daytona Beach, and most recently the 9th largest bridge club in the 

country, in Vero Beach, FL.  On July 1, I retired and turn 65 later this month.  I will continue to do 

some bridge directing and teaching, but I also hope to do much more traveling and playing bridge. 

About sixteen years ago, I went to a tournament in Las Vegas to play on a team with some of my Chi-

cago friends and played with a player from Florida that I had never met.  We did very well at the tour-

nament and long-story-short, I have been married to him for the past 11 years.  You just never know 

what will happen at the bridge table.  My greatest bridge successes have been winning the Women’s 

Pairs in Philadelphia, placing second in the Wagar teams on two separate occasions, as well as becom-

ing a Grand Life Master in 2010.                                                                                                         

Several years ago, Kathy Baum and I reestablished our partnership (you may recall, we started playing duplicate bridge together in 

the early 70’s).  We try to play together whenever possible. 

I miss my buddies in Iowa and hope to get back for one of your great tournaments within the next year.  I will always be an Iowa 

girl at heart.  Nobody wonders where I’m from – all they have to do is look at my license plate holder or my yard flag to know. 

Thank you to Bill Kochneff for remembering me.    Go Hawks!!    Candace Fowler Griffey 



              Remembering Mike Walrath and Bill Haney  
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There were a lot of characters back in the sixties and seventies that made Unit 163 a rich environment in which to play bridge.  Two 

of those were Mike Walrath and Bill Haney, both of whom have sadly passed away.  Both were good friends and great guys.  Both 

were very decent bridge players and in one of the first Grand National Team Events, both were my teammates.  Here is the story 

who most have never heard in its entirety.   

Mike called me from Keokuk a day before the Unit qualifying event for the GNT.  Back then the qualifying events were different 

than they are now and a unit tournament was the first step.  Mike wanted me to put together a team and I told him that everyone who 

was playing was already on a team.  Mike insisted I try and try I did.  I went down to the Union on Friday afternoon and the only 

bridge player hanging around was Bill.  Bill was up for playing, but he said he had no idea who he could get for a partner.  A few 

phone calls later netted me a player I didn’t know…Marshall Lewis.  Marshall was working in a bookstore and had played little 

since moving to Iowa City, but I was told he was a good player.  So, I called the bookstore, talked to Marshall, and lo and behold we 

had a team. 

 

In the mid-seventies Mike drove a little two-seater and that was the only car between the four of us.  The unit qualifier was being 

held in Waterloo.  Since I was the largest, I drove up with Gus Richers (also deceased) and Mike and Marshall drove up with Bill 

“folded” behind the front seats.  It was a terrible day with a slushy snow making travel very difficult.  When we arrived the rest of 

my team was nowhere to be found.  The game began and Gus added me to his team as a fifth player.  I was dead tired and since I 

was sitting out the first round, I went up to Gus’s room to catch a few z’s.  Soon I was awakened by a phone call.  It was Mike.  

“Where are you?  We’re down here playing with the caddy!”  And, amazingly enough, they were!  The director allowed me to be 

reinstated with my original team and I quickly replaced the nice kid sitting in the chair opposite Mike.   

 

We went on to qualify for the next GNT event, the state finals in Des Moines where the top four teams would advance to district in 

Minnesota.  Mike decided to borrow his sister’s car to drive us to Des Moines, but he had to drive to Chicago to get it.  The tempera-

ture was about 0 out and I was having a party at my place the night before the game.  Mike arrived at midnight, doing his best to 

impersonate an icicle.  The heater in his sister’s car stopped working somewhere along the way between Mt. Pleasant and Coralville.  

No way was he driving to Des Moines in this car.  Fortunately, Denny Cordle’s team had also qualified and he agreed to let us ride 

with him in his station wagon.   

 

I awoke the next morning to a phone call from Bill.  Where were we? he wondered.   We were supposed to have picked him up fif-

teen minutes earlier.  (Later, Denny told me he had pounded on my door, but had received no answer.   So, he took off for Des 

Moines.  Staying up until 3 A.M. was, in retrospect, a rather poor idea.)  Now in need of quick transportation with little time to 

spare, we all agreed to rent a car and that wasn’t easy on a Saturday morning.  But, we did, and with Mike driving 90 all the way, we 

got to Des Moines just in time to walk through the doors and sit down to play…however, not before we received a stern rebuke from 

the director.   We played well on Saturday and finished second in our half of the round robin qualifier.  On Sunday, we finished se-

cond in the six team final, the only team to defeat the winners.  Since it was a two-day tournament, Mike, Bill, and Marshall rented a 

room and I made other arrangements for Saturday night.  We all shared the car rental expense.  The other three split the motel bill.  

(During the Sunday finals, I played what I consider the finest hand I ever declared and I may share that with you at some later time.) 

In order to make this story a little shorter I will inform you that we were later disqualified from the district finals due to the fact that 

Marshall had never transferred his membership to our district from Indiana.  For that story I would need several more pages, but 

we’ll skip it for now.  I will say that the disqualification could have been rectified had we been given the time to prove Marshall had 

lived in Iowa City for the past year or two, but I was never notified of the disqualification.  If not for Denny Cordle calling me on the 

phone a week before district, I might never have found out.  You might think this story is now over, but you would be wrong…very 

wrong. 

 

A few days go by and there we were, sitting at the card tables down at the IMU.  Bill confronts me, telling me that I owe him $10.  

What for? I ask.    My share of the motel room, he says.  Why?  I didn’t stay in the room, I let him know.  He tells me the room was 

$40 and he paid $20.  Not my fault, I tell him.  You owe me, he says.  So sue me, I tell him.  And, he did! 

 

A month or so later, Bill, Vera Lichtenberger (a bridge-playing law student and friend whom I ask to advise me) and I all appear 

before the magistrate at the courthouse.  The first thing the magistrate tells us is that he is very displeased to hear a suit in small 

claims court over $10.  Bill, being the plaintiff, speaks first.  He describes in detail why he believes I owe him $10.  This takes about 

ten minutes.   Anything else? the magistrate asks, frowning and obviously still dismayed.  Yes, Bill says.  He (indicating me) has 

some of my Bridge World magazines.  Do you owe him $10? the magistrate asks me.  No, I say.  Do you have his magazines?  Yes, 

I answer.  Would you please return them?  Certainly, I respond.  I’ll let you know my ruling in the next ten days.  (Vera was not 

needed, but was, she later recalled, very amused.) 

 

I open the envelope I receive in the mail a week later and find out Bill has lost and I have won.  I do not legally owe him $10.  A 

week after that I am informed, again by mail, that Bill has appealed the magistrate’s ruling!  The court refuses to hear the appeal.  

Case closed.  (continued next page) 
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A year later I presented Bill with a check for $25.  What’s this for? he asked.  I told him that I felt guilty over him paying more than 

his share of the expenses and I wanted to cover the $10 he was owed and the filing fees.  He refused to take the check, but I insist-

ed.  You have to know, Bill didn’t sue me out of spite or anger.  If you knew him, his taking me to court was not unusual or surpris-

ing, just par for the course.  It was just Bill being Bill and I loved every minute of our “courtroom adventure.”  What better way for 

a young man to gain some valuable experience in a courtroom.  Okay, maybe there were better ways, but you never know when you 

might be back, and, later on I was.  But, again, that’s another story. 

 

To put this all into perspective, Bill and I were always good friends, before, during, and after we went to court.  He used to give me 

rides on his scooter and we shared many good bridge games and stories.  Mike and Bill will always be fondly remembered by me 

and by many others around the Iowa State Bridge League.  All of us who played down at the Union were colorful characters play-

ing bridge at a pretty high level and those times will, fortunately or unfortunately, never be repeated.  I can still picture Mike with 

his ever present cigarette and Bill with his unlit pipe moving from one side of his mouth to the other while taking seemingly forever 

to play a card.  Those bridge players who attended The U. of I. (and other players who just hung around to play in the daily cash 

games) should not be, and never will be, forgotten. 

 
                             Cedar Rapids Sectional: July 27-29 

The Real Awesome Grand Slam Sectional 
 

RAG-Bridging Not RAGBRAI-ing! 
 

Cedar Rapids is excited about their summer tournament, July 27-29. We are especially pleased to announce a new playing site, 

Country Inn and Suites, at exit 13 off I-380. This is a great place to stay for the bridge rate of $79. That  includes a buffet breakfast 

and they have a great pool, too. The bridge accommodations include free coffee and ice water as well as the great hospitality that we 

always enjoy in Cedar Rapids.  Our Eight is Enough event will be stratified by the average masterpoints of entrants. This was very 

popular in the Hills tournament and added extra fairness to an already fun event. We are really encouraging players to come to the 

Rising Stars game on Saturday afternoon.  If anyone has “tournament phobia”, this is a good event. There will be at least one mentor 

to help wherever  you might need help or even reassurance. The mentor will help you buy your entry, fill out your convention card, 

answer questions about procedure, and just about anything else (except how to bid and play) you can imagine. Tournament sched-

ules are available at the Unit 163 web site or at your local clubs. Jim and MaryAnn Boardman are hosting the tournament and Barb 

Skogman is handling the partnerships. Contact information: Jim and MaryAnn 319-362-9474 or 319 540 4206 Barb 319-393-3206. 

Have some summer fun at this friendly, easy- to- find, and easy-to-play  tournament! 

         
          Bridge is Alive and Well and Growing in Cedar Rapids 
 

                                                                                 Read Below to see How! 

  

Daytime bridge is alive and well in Cedar Rapids! We have daytime games Monday and Thursday. The Monday game is unique for 

a couple of reasons. Greg Slager and Roger Welty, along with Barb Skogman, have two games: an intermediate and an open. Both 

are very popular. It is not unusual for this game to have over 20 tables in the combined groups. They provide awesome food. Results 

are e-mailed to individuals and posted on the web site, along with the picture of the winners of each game. Winners like to see their 

names in the Cedar Rapids Gazette, too.  Hand records are provided.  Another popular aspect of the Monday game is a before-game 

lesson.  At 11:00, on the first Monday of each month, Mary Ann Boardman has a lesson about some aspect of bidding or play. There 

is a handout and a 20-25 minute oral lesson.  

 

MaryAnn has also started giving private lessons. The lessons have a bidding or play topic and then the hands are created to match 

the subject just taught. One rather unique aspect is that everyone (four tables) bids and plays the hands at the same time and then 

they discuss what happened at each table and MaryAnn tells what she expected to happen.  Everyone gets a hand record and a copy 

of the lesson to take home.  Participants are enthused and say they are learning a lot. 

Contact Mary Ann for more information. 319-362-9474 or 319-540-4206 
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                        Bridge in Dubuque over the  Years 
 
                                                By Mark Patton 

Editor’s Note: Some of my fondest memories from the past stem from coming up to Dubuque to play bridge.  Dubuque has had 

some excellent and colorful players and the tournaments have been a blast.  Mark always had an open invitation for me to stay at 

his home during the tournaments and sitting around his kitchen in the wee hours after the events discussing the hands and much 

more made the Dubuque Sectional a tournament I never passed up!  Mark is one of the best players in the unit and his partnership 

with Joe Pieper is proving to be a strong one.  Here in Mark’s own words is a short recap on how Mark got started in the game and 

the history of Dubuque bridge since that time. 

 

My experience and memory of sanctioned Dubuque duplicate bridge begins in 1967 or '68. I began playing bridge in the dorm 

rooms at Loras college after learning and advancing from the iconic Dubuque game of euchre. I "graduated" to play in the snack 

bar and remember players like Dick Nassif, Jim Humke, Tony Frommelt, Lenny Steckline, John Kuenster among many oth-

ers  forgotten (or never knew) who schooled me in the finer points of the game. [Not really, however, as -1100 were common 

scores and I vividly remember a -1400, with my name behind it, written on the ceiling in magic marker!] Jim Humke was the first 

of the group to discover duplicate being played in town, and my first partner, Roger Meyer and I played many times before win-

ning our first fractional point. The lime vodka we had stashed in the bathroom water closet probably didn't help! The club directors 

then were Colette Schumacher, Katherine Becker, Bob Horstman, and Carl Heathcote. The "old establishment" did not take kindly 

to our psyching, random doubles, and Precision [the first bridge book I ever owned was The Italian System by Edgar Kaplan that 

had the front cover ripped off, making it affordable (free!); I memorized the entire system and made my wife play it with 

me......Precision was easy after that start!], so by the early to mid- 70's, we started Dubuque Mutual Bridge Club as an alternate 

club to play in. We were the "new breed", with Roger, Herb and Rita Bisping, Trish Patton, Dave Frey, Bob McCurdy, John Ober-

man, Bob Day, and myself taking turns directing....making for a total of three games a week. Many of us would drive to Manches-

ter or even Independence to play in clubs run by Katherine Kenna  and Leroy Weiser.  Early DMBC board members and/or  active 

area  participants were Malita Manneman, Gwen Crowley, Pat McEnery,Willard and Dorthy Frohs, Jack Graham,Ted Bartman, 

Jim Noel, Ron Hedrick,Lloyd and Gloria Streng, Ginny Nelson, Jim Ostert, Dean and Sharon Helgens, the Koesters...Joe and Mil-

lie, Billy DuCray, Lucy Connell, Don Funk, Tom Boettcher, Bob and Nancy Huss, Clarence and Donna McMahan, John and Susie 

Marino, Lou Mennig, Jim Goetzinger, Clarissa Hogan, Ray Potratz, Lou Gantert, Lyle Woods, Marty and Jan Lange, Helen and 

George Maruyama (who later were very active and successful club managers), Shirly Hinkle, Marie Kleinschmitt, Thelma Paradi-

so, Judy Welu, JoAnn Reynolds, Lou Ann Stapleton, Linda Heyer, Linda Morgan, Paulette Koontz, Hal and Elaine Lagerstrom, the 

Millers.....Bob and Evelyn, Ray and Mary, Joe Meyer, Bill Higbe, Bill Norteman, Marv and Kathy O'Hare,  Lonnie Parr, Jim Wil-

liamson, Bill, Harriett, and Bernie Weber, Walt Schafer, George and Jeannette Rieder, Bob and Mellita Pommerich, and many 

more too numerous to mention. Colette and Katherine ran their club into the 80's, then ended leaving only the Mutual club with a 

Wednesday night and Sunday night game. Bob McCurdy and the Maruyamas ran the club for many years, and Jim Ostert stepped 

in to pick up the club when the board decided to fold. In 2002, Mark Patton took over as owner/manager and we now hold just one 

game a week with three to seven tables. Many fine players have come out of Dubuque and many continue to play at a high level. 

Joe Pieper is our newest Silver Life Master and currently represents Dubuque on the Unit 163 board. 

                           Good Times at the Cedar Falls Sectional 

Just a note to thank everyone who made the Cedar Falls tournament May 18-20 a success.  Attendance was low again, but on a posi-

tive note it increased by 17% over the May 2011 tournament.  I would like to personally thank John Jones for his excellent work in 

partnership, Maureen Garlich, who made sure that there were plenty of refreshments for all during the tournament, Gary Mehlin for 

providing liquid refreshments and many others who helped anonymously with hospitality.  I want to express my appreciation to 

Maureen Garlich for making sure that we had the facility reserved.  Others who deserve to be mentioned are Bill Kent for making 

arrangements with the ACBL for running the tournament and Larry Brobst for his excellent work in directing the tourna-

ment.  People attended from nearly every club in Unit 163 and players came down from Minnesota.  All of this is much appreciated 

by our club.  In the future I hope we can bring back players who were unable to attend this year.  Thank you all for a wonderful 

weekend and I hope to see you November 16-18, 2012.  Jim Jurgenson, Tournament Host 
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Major Winners at Mount Pleasant and Cedar Falls  

 
Gary Mehlin, Bill Kent, Paulette Koontz, Judy Hughes 

 
Maureen Garlich, Tom Flanders 

 
 
Kathy and Gary Edwards, Paulette Koontz,  Bill Kent 

 

 

Gary and Kathy Edwards, Al Young, Bob Benson 

Major Event Overall Winners from Mt. Pleasant: 

 

Friday Afternoon Pairs: Jim Tenbroeke, Al Ruback   Friday Evening Pairs: Bob Otto, John Morano 

Saturday Afternoon Pairs: Bob Otto, Bill Kochneff             Saturday Evening Pairs: Maureen Garlich, Tom Flanders 

Saturday Afternoon BAM Teams: Bob Otto,                                        Sunday Swiss Teams: Kathy and Gary Edwards,  

   Bill Kochneff, Bonnie and Jack Kremer                                                    Bill Kent, Paulette Koontz  

 

Major Event Overall Winners from Mt. Cedar Falls: 

 

Friday Afternoon Pairs: Bill Kent and Gary Mehlin             Friday Evening Pairs: Bill Kent, Paulette Koontz 

Friday Night BAM Team: MaryAnn and James Boardman,                Saturday Afternoon 499 Pairs: Bob Apel, William Baum  

   Betty Voldseth, John Jones                            Saturday Afternoon Pairs: Gary Mehlin, Judy Hughes 

Saturday Evening Pairs: Bill Kent, Paulette Koontz   Sunday Swiss Teams: Gary and Kathy Edwards, 

                                                                                                                      Bob Benson, Al Young 
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Master Solver’s Club        April, 2012 

For Master Solver’s club hands, x = small spot card, suit order is spades, hearts, dia-

monds, clubs.  (MP) stands for match point scoring, (IMP) stands for international 

match point scoring.  You will always be South.  Bidding will be unambiguous as to 

systems.  ? = Your answer.  Please refer to “From the Editor” in the first newsletter to 

learn how to submit your answers.  Members serving as master solvers will vary from 

issue to issue, but will be chosen from among recent tournament winners.  If you win a 

major event and would like to be a master solver, let me know.  I will keep track of the 

points you win.  You may win a maximum of 100 points per hand and will be judged 

against a consensus of the week’s master solvers. 

 

Hand one: N/S Vul, you hold: x, KQx, Qxxx, AKJxx  (MP) 

S W N E 

1C P 1S P 

? 

 

Awards: 2C: 100; 1NT: 90; 2NT: 50 

 

I prefer 1NT at match points and 2C at imps.  While 2C is technically correct, 1NT 

might earn more match points.  The major problem with bidding 1NT is that partner 

might bid 2S with a five-card suit.  On the other hand, if partner raises to 2NT or 3NT, 

you are well positioned with an above average hand and an excellent five-card suit in 

clubs.  Jay Baum and Mark Patton comment that it would be easier to open 1D and re-

bid 2C.  That works fine if partner doesn’t correct to diamonds with better or equal club 

support.  I do open 1D when my diamonds are closer in value to my clubs.  In addition, 

1C sets the lead should LHO (left-hand opponent) become declarer.  Two experts rebid 

1NT and two rebid 2C.  I gave 2C the top score given that a slightly higher percentage 

of players chose the latter. 

 

Hand two: Both Vul, you hold: AKQx, xxx, K, AQJxx  (IMP) 

S W N E 

 3H P P 

 

X (double): 100; 4C: 70; 3S and 4H: 50 

 

All the experts went with a take-out double, intending to correct if partner responds in 

diamonds. 
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Hand three: N/S Vul, you hold: xx, AKJx, AKJxx, xx (MP) 

S W N E 

   1D 

? 

Editor’s note: 2D would show the majors, 1D = 3+Diamonds 

 

IH: 100; 1NT: 90; P: 20 

 

The experts were evenly divided between 1H and 1NT.  1NT accurately describes the 

strength of the hand and there are no voids or singletons.  On the other hand, there are 

no stoppers in spades or clubs.  This hand was actually taken from a sectional tourna-

ment in which I played (and won!).  I bid 1H.  The auction was unlikely to end with my 

1H bid and given my knowledge of the expert players I was playing against, this was 

closer to an absolute certainty :-)  Once again I was able to indicate a lead should I have 

ended up defending.  1H is a slight underbid and you only have a four-card suit.  There 

are no perfect bids for this hand.  What happened at the table was this: After my 1H bid, 

LHO bid 2D and my partner doubled, indicating the black suits.  When RHO passed, I 

converted partner’s double to penalty by passing and we collected  800 match points.  

Mark Patton bid 1H and commented that four-card suit overcalls work best when long 

in opener’s suit.  Jay Baum bid 1NT.  “What else?  Can’t have everything.” 

 

Hand four: Neither Vul, you hold: Qxxxx, x, AKQJxx, A  (IMP) 

What is your opening bid? 

 

1D: 100; 1S: 50.  Experts were unanimous with opening 1D.  After an opening bid of 

1D, bid spades and then bid spades again.  This indicates at least five spades and longer 

diamonds along with a plus hand.  With a weak hand, open 1S and avoid reversing. 

 

Hand five: E/W Vul, you hold: Kxx, KQ, x, xxxxxxx  (MP) 

S W N E 

 1H P 3D (strong jump shift) 

P 3H P 6D 

P P P 

What is your lead? 

 

xS: 100; xC: 70; K or Q of H: 40.  From the auction, it is clear that west’s heart suit will 

provide discards for all of declarer’s losers.  You need less help from partner in spades 

than in clubs to set up a trick before it disappears.  That said, anything could work out.  

Bridge is not a game of certainty and that’s what makes it great! 
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Here are this issue’s hands:  

 

Hand one: E/W Vul, you hold: x, KQ, xxxxx, AKxxx  (IMP) 

S W N E 

 2S P P 

? 

 

Hand two: Both Vul, you hold: xxxxx, xx, AKQ, AKJ  (MP) 

S W N E 

           3S 

? 

 

Hand three: N/S Vul, you hold: Kxxxx, void, AKJxx, A10x (MP) 

S W N E 

1S 2C 2H P 

3D      P       3H P 

? 

 

Hand four: Neither Vul, you hold: QJxxx, x, KQ, KJxxx (IMP) 

What is your opening bid? 

 

Hand five: N/S Vul, you hold: Kx, QJxxx, Axx, Jxx (MP) 

S W N E 

  1C 2C (majors) 

2N P 3C X   (good hand) 

P 3S P       4S 

P P P        

What is your lead? 

 

 

 


